
iPhone 4 Wi-Fi Antenna Replacement
This guide will show you how to replace the wi-fi antenna which sits over the display connectors

near the top of the phone.
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INTRODUCTION

This guide will show you how to replace the wi-fi antenna which sits over the display connectors near
the top of the phone.

TOOLS:
P2 Pentalobe Screwdriver iPhone (1)

If iPhone has external Pentalobe screws.
Phillips #000 Screwdriver (1)
iFixit Opening Tool (1)

PARTS:
iPhone 4 (AT&T/GSM) Wi-Fi Antenna (1)
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Step 1 — Rear Panel

 

Before you begin, discharge your iPhone battery below 25%. A charged lithium-ion battery can
catch fire and/or explode if accidentally punctured.



Power off your iPhone before beginning disassembly.

Your iPhone 4 rear cover may have either two #000 Phillips screws or Apple's 5-Point "Pentalobe"
screws (second image). Check which screws you have, and ensure you also have the correct
screwdriver in order to remove them.



Remove the two 3.6 mm Pentalobe or Phillips #000 screws next to the dock connector.

Be sure the driver is well seated when removing Pentalobe screws, they are very easy to strip.
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Step 2

 

Push the rear panel toward the top edge of the iPhone.

The panel will move about 2 mm.

Step 3

Pinch the rear panel with your
fingers and lift it away from the
iPhone. Alternatively, use a Small
Suction Cup .



Be careful not to damage the plastic
clips attached to the rear panel.



If you are installing a new rear
panel, be sure to remove the plastic
protective sticker from the inside of
the camera lens and the sticker from
the large black area near the lens.
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Step 4 — Wi-Fi Antenna

Remove the following five screws
securing the wi-fi antenna to to the
logic board:



One 2.3 mm Phillips

Two 1.6 mm Phillips

One 1.4 mm Phillips

One 4.8 mm Phillips

When re-assembling, start off with
replacing the 4.8 mm Philips screw
first, then the 2.3 mm. This is to
ensure there is no mix-up, and avoid
rendering the LCD and digitizer
useless.



Also make sure to put the long 4.8
mm Philips back in correctly when
reassembling. This is the ground for
the wi-fi antenna and is often the
culprit if you are having bad wi-fi
reception after reassembly.
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To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.

Step 5

  

Use an iPod opening tool to slightly lift the top edge of the wi-fi antenna away from the logic board.

Use the tip of a spudger to pull the wi-fi retaining clips away from the inner frame.

Remove the wi-fi antenna from the iPhone. Make sure you don't lose the metal clips on the top of
the cover where the 4.8mm screw attaches or the 4.8mm screw. That's the primary reason for
abnormal Wi-Fi performance after the reassembly.



Before reassembly, be sure to clean all metal-to-metal contact points on the connector cover with
a de-greaser such as Windex. The oils on your fingers have the potential to cause wireless
interference issues. Do not clean the connectors themselves with Windex.
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