
How to Repair Cracks in a Cement Wall
Fix cracks in a stuccoed cement fence wall.
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INTRODUCTION

Use this guide to repair cracks or chipping on your cement plastered walls.

Cracks can occur for several reasons; however, the two most common are weather erosion and
aging materials. Upkeep can be time consuming, but with proper maintenance this will not have to
be done often. Small cracks in your wall can quickly become larger with moisture and freezing
temperatures. Adding a stucco finish to your cement wall is not necessary but is often desired for its
aesthetic appeal.

This guide features the operating of power tools and basic knowledge of using cement related
products. Please be aware that if not used correctly or cautiously, cement products can be
dangerous. Information on cement burns can be found here.

This repair can be done in short bursts depending on the size the area you want to fix. On average,
a few cracks can be fixed over the course of three days, taking roughly an hour each day. Drying
time varies depending on product but averages 48 hours.

Before beginning, make sure to read through the guide to understand what will be required of you for
this repair.

TOOLS:
Concrete Grinder (1)
Putty knife (1)
Tile Trowel (1)
All-Purpose Sponge (1)

or Foam plastering trowel
Mask (1)
Pre-Mixed Cement Patch (1)
Safety Glasses (1)
Leather Work Gloves (1)
Bucket (2)

You will need to fill this with water on two separate
days.

Duct Tape (1)
Stucco Patch (1)
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https://ehs.ku.edu/ku-ehs-jobsite-safety-cement-burn-awareness-and-treatment
https://www.amazon.com/Makita-GA9060RX3-Concrete-Surface-Extraction/dp/B08VNHG942/ref=sr_1_6?crid=3K1TW0SPIMBJ2&keywords=concrete+grinder&qid=1653682351&sprefix=concrete%252Caps%252C592&sr=8-6
http://amzn.com/B003ZDOO06
https://www.amazon.com/M-D-Building-Products-49112-Premium/dp/B002FYAOKK/ref=sr_1_6?ie=UTF8&qid=1465576305&sr=8-6&keywords=tile+trowel
http://www.amazon.com/QEP-70005-36-XL-All-purpose-sponge/dp/B001B0GQHO/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1443047297&sr=8-4&keywords=large+sponge
http://www.acehardware.com/product/index.jsp?productId=1287714&kw=mask&origkw=mask&searchId=57104998363
https://www.lowes.com/pd/DAP-32-oz-Gray-Concrete-Patch/1085955?cm_mmc=shp-_-c-_-prd-_-pnt-_-ggl-_-LIA_PNT_221_Glue-Adhesives-Caulk-Repair-_-1085955-_-local-_-0-_-0&ds_rl=1286981&gclid=CjwKCAiA9aKQBhBREiwAyGP5lbn9CeTfZDl6NcxldnQSwX8bjq0Y7YmovIMMlr6fKxHB4e6M3sDlPRoCUl8QAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
file:///Store/Tools/Safety-Glasses/IF145-125
http://www.amazon.com/Custom-Leathercraft-125M-Handyman-Gloves/dp/B0002YPZKY
http://www.amazon.com/Leaktite-744456-1-Gallon-Plastic-Container/dp/B000VBC4UM/ref=sr_1_1?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1403649977&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/3M-Utility-Duct-2929-Silver/dp/B00MLTB2G4/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1451931276&sr=8-1&keywords=duct+tape
https://www.amazon.com/Corporation-503333-Quart-Ready-Mix-Stucco/dp/B071WLDS58/ref=sr_1_3?crid=2WTOQD1ZVTCHK&keywords=stucco+finish&qid=1653682674&sprefix=stucco+finish%252Caps%252C55&sr=8-3


Step 1 — How to Repair Cracks in a Cement Wall

  

Remove the loose pieces of the wall in and around the crack.

Widen the crack to about an inch thick with an automatic angled concrete grinder.

A manual grinder may also work but will require more physical effort compared to the automatic
grinder.



Use caution when operating power tools.
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Step 2

  

Follow the instructions on the cement patcher mix until the product is a paste consistency.

Soak a sponge in water and wet the now larger crack. Be sure to get water into the entire crack so
that the area is moist.



Use a trowel to fill the mix into the crevices.

You may also use a steel putty knife or margin trowel.

Caution: Wear gloves to avoid getting paste onto your hands. Contact with skin could cause
second or third-degree chemical burns.



Step 3

  

Rewet the sponge and begin to smooth the patch mix into the wall.

A smooth blend will ensure the product stocks evenly across your wall and allows it to blend in.
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Step 4

 

Allow the patcher mix to dry.

Drying times vary depending on the product and may take up to 48 hours.

Place tape in straight lines parallel to the edges of your dry plastered area.
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Step 5

 

Wet the sponge and begin slightly tapping the newly plastered area.

Moisten the area until the entire boxed in area is damp.

Step 6

  

Add stucco finish with the tile trowel.

Once the cemented area is covered with the stucco finish, take the foam plastering trowel and
spread stucco finish to the edges of the tape.



If the trowel is too dry to spread the finish, moisten it with the water from earlier.

Blend the finish into the surrounding tape.
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Enjoy your repaired concrete fence wall. These steps can also be used on any other concrete surfaces
that have cracks.

Step 7

Remove the tape and blend areas
that may not match.



Allow time for the finish to dry and
the wall will be restored to crack-
free.
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