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INTRODUCTION

If your sink is slow to drain or is not draining, the cause may be a clog in the P-trap. Use this guide to
disassemble and clear any clogged hair and soap scum from the P-Trap.

The P-Trap is P shaped piping that directly follows the drain stopper and is usually located in the
cabinets below a sink. The P-Trap is mainly intended to hold water in the bend with the intent of
blocking foul smelling air from deeper within the plumbing of a house from coming out through the
sink. It also serves the secondary purpose of catching small items dropped into the sink and allowing
them to be retrieved.

Before beginning, ensure water to the sink being worked on is shut off and that your workspace is
prepped for any potential spills.

TOOLS:
Bottle brush (1)
Threading Tape (1)
Flashlight (1)
Adjustable Wrench (1)
Bowl (1)
Towel (1)

How to Clean a PVC P-Trap Draft: 2023-01-04Guide ID: 146778 -

This document was generated on 2023-01-08 09:00:46 PM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 2 of 10

https://theonlinedrugstore.com/bottle-brush-with-swivel-handle-brush-asst-1-pkg/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&scid=scplpV494120&sc_intid=V494120&gclid=Cj0KCQiAqbyNBhC2ARIsALDwAsDI_3jQjaZfI5l3UL8q4hiS9QiGS6vX5egs2Z9jhZ9IrCU9ezSbIDAaAoBJEALw_wcB
https://www.homedepot.com/p/1-2-in-x-260-in-PTFE-Thread-Seal-Tape-PTT-5/204286187?source=shoppingads&locale=en-US&&mtc=Shopping-B-F_D25H-G-D25H-025_012_PNEUM_FAST-NA-NA-Feed-SMART-NA-NA-PneumaticFasteners_Smart&cm_mmc=Shopping-B-F_D25H-G-D25H-025_012_PNEUM_FAST-NA-NA-Feed-SMART-NA-NA-PneumaticFasteners_Smart-71700000080178040-58700006732570910-92700066574864457&gclid=Cj0KCQiAzMGNBhCyARIsANpUkzM6lCSwT7gN9oYuAinHxoUcr0DFaEzvUAoYMPpqTHS8NmcwhwyClWsaAnPkEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B006VPPERC/
http://www.amazon.com/Crescent-AC26VS-Carded-Sensormatic-Adjustable/dp/B00002N5KZ/ref=sr_1_13?ie=UTF8&qid=1390937225&sr=8-13&keywords=crescent+wrench
https://www.amazon.com/Bovado-USA-Storage-Mixing-Serving/dp/B087XC4DV2/ref=sr_1_5?keywords=oven+safe+bowl&qid=1639513901&s=home-garden&sr=1-5
https://amzn.com/B002S52ZJ4


Step 1 — How to Clean a PVC P-Trap

Clear out the space if the trap is
located in a hard-to-reach place.



Turn off the water valve for the sink.

Step 2

Place towels around the area.

Place a bucket or bowl under the P-
trap.
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Step 3

  

Loosen the coupling nuts from the pipe above and below the drain using a wrench.

Step 4

  

Loosen the nuts on the upper and lower pipe and disconnect the the P-trap.

Remove the U shape from the piping, and dump any water into bowl.

Pull the PVC pipe that is connected to the wall out horizontally.

Pull the PVC pipe closest to the drain in a downward motion.
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Step 5

  

Empty any water into a bucket.

Clear out the interior of the PVC pipe using a bottle brush or wire, spinning and moving the brush
through the pipe.



Remove any soap scum.

This may appear black and sludge-like.

Step 6

  

Using a different water source, run the hot water through the P-trap parts.

Check that the P-Trap parts are clear.
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Step 7

  

Reassemble the trap, but leave the horizontal pipe disconnected.

Insert the short pipe into the the U shape and loosely tighten the nut.

Step 8

  

Insert the horizontal pipe back into the water output in the wall. Begin to tighten the nut closest to
the wall.
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Step 9

  

Insert the top of the P-trap back onto drain pipe.

Align the pipes so the pipes are touching.

Once aligned, secure all the nuts tightly.
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Step 10

 

Turn the water valve back on to check the P-Trap for leaks.

Run hot water for 30 seconds or more, and use your hand to feel for any leaking.

If you do, identify which section is leaking and tighten the nut.

If it continues to leak, you may need to use threading tape, which is shown in the next step.
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Step 11

  

Take the P -trap off after locating the leak.

Use the threading tape on the PVC pipe to help the nuts tighten. Simply wrap the threading tape
around the threading on the pipe where the leak was found.



Put the PVC P-trap back on and tighten the nuts.

Turn the water back on as you check for leaks.

Step 12

wrap the tape in a clockwise direction around the pipe threads.
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To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.

Step 13

Put the P trap back into place.

Give the P-trap one more look to
ensure all the nuts are tightened.



Double check alignment and you are
finished.
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