
Pneumatic Door Cylinder Bracket Replacement
This guide will walk you through how to replace faulty door closing hydraulic cylinder brackets.

Written By: James Huang
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INTRODUCTION

Do you have a door that just doesn’t seem to want to close? Your screen or storm door constantly
being left open because the little cylinder up there at the top just isn’t working how it used to? Well if
you follow this short guide you will be able to save yourself grey hairs and daily annoyances.

Some call it a “Door Closer” or “Pneumatic door closing cylinder”

There are several reasons why your door might not be closing, a bent cylinder, twisted or incorrectly
placed brackets. We will be addressing the last two of these issues in this guide.

TOOLS:
Cordless Drill (1)
Phillips # 2 drill bit (1)
Drill bit extender (Optional) (1)

PARTS:
Pnueumatic door closer (1)

Touch 'n Hold Door closer kit
These can be purchased at any home
improvement store
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https://www.amazon.com/DEWALT-DC970K-2-18-Volt-Compact-Driver/dp/B002RLR0EY/ref=sr_1_6?s=power-hand-tools&rps=1&ie=UTF8&qid=1487961385&sr=1-6&keywords=cordless+drill&refinements=p_85%253A2470955011
file:///Item/Phillips_2_drill_bit
https://www.amazon.com/Extension-Release-Magnetic-Holder-Extender-RED/dp/B08PNX1DHY/ref=sr_1_5?keywords=drill+bit+extender&qid=1638290681&qsid=147-3682645-4497068&sr=8-5&sres=B08PNX1DHY%252CB002BYOWKM%252CB078JNCP3P%252CB01BH7QGBG%252CB07Q2YPBZX%252CB07ZTJT9GC%252CB003UO7Y98%252CB092YYNL8Y%252CB00W9SIZFI%252CB00004YO9Y%252CB07ZVHFDCB%252CB074QN5KJQ%252CB07RN1JRSZ%252CB08DL1DVHX%252CB07MSBQLYD%252CB09FG893G2%252CB0001LQYJO%252CB000HNFKHS%252CB097R4PZQK%252CB093L88B9H
https://www.amazon.com/Touch-Hold-Smooth-Standard-Replacement/dp/B0081IRGSW/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?keywords=storm+door+closer&qid=1638290734&sr=8-2-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyN0pXU09VUVk3WEU5JmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNzI4ODU3MkJVWDBBU0JQTzdQNCZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwMjQ1NDk4MU8xNjRYQkM0SjlHUSZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=


Step 1 — Bracket

  

Remove the old piston from its current position.

Pull out two pins—one on both sides of the piston.

Step 2

Unpack your new brackets and
piston.



Be sure to lay out all the parts to
ensure that you have an accurate
inventory of all parts.


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Step 3

  

Use the cordless drill to remove the old bracket attached to the door trim.

Improperly placed brackets can cause the piston to malfunction.

Step 4

  

Remove the bracket that is attached to the storm door.

There are only 1-2 screws holding this one in, being that it is a metal door. These screws are
shorter and have a tighter thread pattern.


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Step 5

 

Lay out the placement of the new brackets.

The template for new brackets can be found in the instruction manuals given with the new
hardware. Be sure to pay attention to the type of door it is being installed on.



Step 6

  

Once marked, use a cordless drill with a Philips #2 bit to drive the four 1 1/2" screws into the
bracket into the trim.



Ensure that the bracket is roughly square to the naked eye.

Pneumatic Door Cylinder Bracket Replac… Draft: 2022-01-03Guide ID: 146045 -

This document was generated on 2022-02-28 10:51:00 AM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 5 of 7



Step 7

  

Use the cordless drill to attach the smaller bracket to the storm door.

Ensure screws are tight but not overtighten to the point the screw head is ruined by the over-torque
(otherwise known as being "stripped").



Step 8

  

Using the two pins that were previously removed, secure the piston to the brackets.

The metal arm side is attached to the door trim side.

The piston side is attached to the door-mounted bracket.
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You have now fixed your door and saved your future self countless frustrations and gray hairs!

Step 9

 

Depress the plunger.

Open the door as wide as the piston will allow you to.

If the steps were followed correctly, the door will shut on its own via the piston!
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