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This	guide	shows	how	to	safely	remove	an	old...
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INTRODUCTION

This	guide	shows	how	to	safely	remove	an	old	silicone	seal	that	needs	replacing	from	a
glass	show	door.	The	seal	is	prone	to	moisture	and	may	result	in	mold	over	time.	When
mold	is	present,	like	in	the	picture	shown,	it	would	create	a	very	disturbing	build	up	of
fungi	that	is	extremely	harmful	in	the	air	and	to	see	in	a	shower.	The	visible	black	spots	of
mold	that	can’t	be	removed	through	cleaning	chemical	and	it	must	be	replaced	due	to
safety	concerns.	Most	of	the	tools	used	here	would	need	to	be	purchased	from	a	hardware
store	and	are	not	common	household	items.	Make	sure	to	be	very	careful	with	the	glass
and	not	damage	either	the	tub	or	glass	with	the	tools.	While	using	a	knife	always	be
cautious	and	safe,	wearing	utility	gloves	may	help.

TOOLS:

Putty	knife	(1)
Precision	Utility	Knife	(1)
Microfiber	Cleaning	Cloths	(1)
mold	cleaner	(1)
Masking	Tape	(1)
Fine	Grade	Sand	Paper	(1)
Caulk	(1)
Vacuum	Cleaner	(1)

PARTS:

Silicone	Sealant	Clear	(1)

Step	1	—	Shower	Glass	Silicone	Replacement

Make	sure	the	area	is	dry	and
clean.

https://www.ifixit.com/products/1-5-thin-putty-knife
https://www.ifixit.com/products/precision-utility-knife
https://www.ifixit.com/products/microfiber-cleaning-cloths
https://www.amazon.ca/Fantastik-All-Purpose-Cleaner-Bleach/dp/B003BMF61W/ref=sr_1_11?dchild=1&keywords=mold+cleaner&qid=1632415489&sr=8-11
http://www.amazon.com/ScotchBlue-Painters-Multi-Use-94-Inch-60-Yard/dp/B00004Z4CP/ref=sr_1_1?s=industrial&ie=UTF8&qid=1409007099&sr=1-1&keywords=masking+tape
http://www.northerntool.com/shop/tools/product_200455968_200455968?cm_mmc=Google-pla&utm_source=Google_PLA&utm_medium=Fuel%20Transfer%20%2B%20Lubrication%20%3E%20Grease%20Guns%20%2B%20Accessories&utm_campaign=Northern%20Industrial%20Tools&utm_content=1598
https://www.amazon.com/Gorilla-Silicone-Waterproof-Resistant-Cartridge/dp/B01NCSN5AS/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=caulk&qid=1564767663&s=gateway&sr=8-3
http://amzn.com/B00315CWXE
https://www.amazon.com/Loctite-Silicone-Waterproof-2-7-Ounce-908570/dp/B0002BBX3U/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=silicone+sealant&qid=1622757674&sr=8-3


Step	2

Adjust	the	utility	knife	to	a	length	of	about	1	cm,	or	the	width	of	the	old	silicone.

Cut	at	the	top	and	bottom	of	the	silicone	(close	to	the	glass	and	bathtub),	all	the	way
down	to	the	end.	Do	not	push	past	the	adjusted	knife	length.

Step	3

Use	a	putty	knife	to	separate	the	silicone	from	the	bathtub	and	from	the	glass	sides.

Pull	the	old	silicone	with	your	hand	while	using	the	putty	knife	to	separate	the	silicone.



Step	4

Use	a	utility	knife	to	remove	any	large	sticking	mold	or	silicone	parts	still	left.

Use	a	fine	grit	sand	paper	to	take	off	the	small	parts	of	the	old	silicone.

Vacuum	away	all	the	debris.

Be	very	precise	and	take	your	time	with	the	knife.

Step	5

Clean	the	area	with	a	mold	cleaner	so	that	small	matter,	and	particles	can	be	removed.
Spray	the	cleaner,	wait	about	15	minutes,	scrub,	and	wash	thoroughly	until	all	the
chemical	is	gone.

Wear	gloves	if	using	cleaner	that	has	bleach	or	strong	chemicals.

Now	wipe	the	area	clean	with	a	microfiber	cloth,	until	it	is	dry.

https://www.ifixit.com/products/microfiber-cleaning-cloths


Step	6

Wait	until	the	area	is	completely	dry,	which	may	also	done	by	continuously	wiping
with	a	dry	cloth.

Use	painters	tape	to	mask	off	both	ends	of	the	joint,	at	about	a	centimeter	above	and	to
the	side	of	the	tub.

Step	7

Place	the	new	tube	of	silicone	in	the	gun,	and	cut	off	about	a	half	inch	off	of	the	tip.
Poke	the	hole	from	the	tip	of	the	new	silicone,	with	the	accessory	on	the	caulking	gun.

Press	slowly	until	the	glue	comes	out	slightly.	Start	from	one	end	and	press	into	the
crack	as	you	run	the	silicone	to	the	other	end	in	one	motion.	Use	an	amount	of	glue	so
that	it	comes	out	slightly	at	the	corners	that	you're	caulking.

Make	sure	to	put	enough	glue	and	not	too	little,	as	you	will	need	to	run	your	finger
down	the	glue	in	one	motion	to	smooth	it	out.	Run	your	finger	only	once.

Wait	about	10	minutes	and	remove	the	tape,	so	that	the	glue	doesn't	fully	dry	with	the
tape.	The	finish	will	also	look	cleaner	when	you	remove	the	tape	after	caulking.



Make	sure	to	be	very	careful	with	the	glass	and	not	damage	with	the	knife.	Using	the	knife
always	be	cautious	and	safe,	wearing	gloves	may	help.

Step	8

Let	the	area	to	completely	dry
for	24	hours	before	touching	it
or	using	the	shower.	The	new
silicone	would	be	now	mold
free.


