
How	To	Remove	Scratches	From	A	Hardwood	Floor
If	your	hardwood	floor	has	a	few	scratches	that...
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INTRODUCTION

If	your	hardwood	floor	has	a	few	scratches	that	are	standing	out	and	you	don’t	want	to
refinish	the	whole	thing,	follow	this	guide	to	remove	scratches	from	your	floor.	Whether
from	heels,	animal	paws,	toys,	or	daily	wear,	hardwood	floors	can	take	a	beating.
Sometimes	they	look	good	overall	and	there’s	just	one	scratch	that	you	just	can’t	stand	to
look	at	anymore	because	it	sticks	out	on	the	dark	wood	stain	or	you	just	really	want	to	hide
it	from	the	company	that’s	coming	over.	Whatever	the	reason,	this	short	guide	will	help
you	cover	those	small	scratches.

TOOLS:

Painter's	Tape	(1)
400	Grit	Sandpaper	(1)
Putty	knife	(1)
hardwood	floor	cleaner	(1)
Hardwood	stain	pen	(1)
Wipe-on	Polyurethane	(1)

Step	1	—	How	To	Remove	Scratches	From	A	Hardwood	Floor

Identify	the	scratch	you	would
like	to	repair.

https://www.amazon.com/ScotchBlue-Painters-Multi-Use-1-88-Inch-60-Yard/dp/B00004Z4DU/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1522256372&sr=8-3&keywords=painters+tape
http://www.amazon.com/3M-Wetordry-Sandpaper-11-Inch-5-Sheet/dp/B00004Z4BE/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1370540592&sr=8-1&keywords=fine+grit+sandpaper
https://www.ifixit.com/products/1-5-thin-putty-knife
https://www.amazon.ca/Pledge-Wood-Floor-Care-Cleaner/dp/B00CM283PS/ref=sr_1_2?crid=376TV04MPEMX2&dchild=1&keywords=lemon+pledge+hardwood&qid=1613153375&s=hpc&sprefix=lemon+ple%2Chpc%2C312&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.ca/Furniture-Repair-Kit-Wood-Markers/dp/B073WJTNH5/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=hardwood%2Bstain%2Bpen&qid=1613153457&s=hpc&sr=1-1&th=1
https://www.amazon.ca/Minwax-40910000-Wipe-Finish-Clear/dp/B000VZJGPO/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=wipe+on+poly&qid=1613153602&sr=8-1


Step	2

Using	a	hardwood	cleaner	and
a	clean	cloth,	wipe	the	area
down	to	remove	any	dirt	or
debris.

Step	3

Using	painter's	tape,	isolate	the
area	of	the	scratch.

Try	to	keep	the	tape	as	close	to
the	scratch	as	possible.



Step	4

Apply	wood	filler	into	the
scratch	using	a	putty	knife.

Try	to	make	sure	every	part	of
the	scratch	has	been	filled.	Too
much	is	better	than	too	little
here.

Step	5

After	drying	for	10-15	minutes,	sand	the	area	down	until	the	wood	filler	is	level	with
the	rest	of	the	floor.



Step	6

Find	a	stain	pen	that	will
match	as	close	as	possible	to
the	finish	of	your	floor.	Apply
this	stain	to	the	wood	filler	and
let	it	dry.

Step	7

After	drying	completely,	apply
some	wipe	on	polyurethane	to
a	microfiber	cloth	or	towel.

Buff	the	area	with	the	cloth.

This	will	ensure	the	sanded
area	will	regain	it's	shine	and
blend	in	with	the	rest	of	the
floor.

https://www.ifixit.com/products/microfiber-cleaning-cloths


The	scratch	will	hardly	be	noticeable	after	this	repair.	Depending	on	the	depth	of	the
scratch,	it	is	possible	this	fix	will	not	make	the	floor	look	good	as	new.	For	very	deep
scratches	the	only	remedy	may	be	to	replace	the	floor	board.

Step	8

After	applying	the	wipe	on
polyurethane,	your	scratch
should	now	be	blended	in	with
the	rest	of	the	floor.


