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How to Fix A Rusted Hitch

How to remove rust from a hitch.

This document was generated on 2022-06-04 10:59:56 PM (MST).
© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 1 of 7



How to Fix A Rusted Hitch Guide ID: 120250 - Draft: 2022-06-03

INTRODUCTION

This guide will provide step-by-step procedures on how to remove rust from a vehicle hitch.
How Does This Happen?

The number one enemy of rust is moisture combined with oxygen over a long period of time.
Eventually, the oxidation of the metal or steel on an object (in this case a vehicle hitch) will oxide,
leading to corrosion and rust.

Why is This Fix Relevant?

In Florida, we are one of the most tropical states— this includes heavy rainfall. With the amount of
moisture we endure, it is important to remove, as well as prevent, rust on our material objects and
personal belongings.

Safety Precautions

The materials used for this fix, especially the naval jelly, need to avoid skin contact at all times.
Proper safety precautions such as gloves and material disposal are key.

TOOLS:

Wire Brush (1)
Naval Jelly (1)

Fluid Film (1)
Protective glove (1)
Water (1)

Small Paintbrush (1)
Paper Towels (1)
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https://www.amazon.com/eBoot-Brush-Cleaning-Welding-Stainless/dp/B01M34Q848/ref=sr_1_10?ie=UTF8&qid=1488831304&sr=8-10&keywords=wire+brush
https://www.amazon.com/Loctite-Naval-Dissolver-16-Fluid-553472/dp/B000C016OC/ref=sr_1_3?crid=2W0ER2HW4ZKIW&keywords=naval+jelly&qid=1565211290&s=gateway&sprefix=naval%252Caps%252C205&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Fluid-Lubricant-Corrosion-Inhibitor-11-75/dp/B00PWZ0XNM/ref=sr_1_6?crid=3VO7XS8C59C5N&keywords=fluid+film&qid=1565211436&s=gateway&sprefix=Fluid%252Caps%252C196&sr=8-6
file:///Item/Protective_glove
file:///Item/Water
http://amzn.com/B00V4EG6D6
http://www.amazon.com/Sparkle-Paper-Towels-Giant-Pick-A-Size/dp/B00BGN8PLG/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1390949049&sr=8-1&keywords=paper+towel
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Step 1 — How to Fix A Rusted Hitch

@ This is the before picture of the
rusted hitch.

_ Q\ i‘ @ Apply the wire brush on any part of

the hitch in order to brush off any
excess rust or rust flakes.

This document was generated on 2022-06-04 10:59:56 PM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 3 of 7



How to Fix A Rusted Hitch Guide ID: 120250 - Draft: 2022-06-03

Step 3

o Use the small paint brush to apply a coat of naval jelly over the rusted area.
o Allow to sit for approximately ten minutes.

/N Remember to use caution/gloves when handling the naval jelly.

Step 4

e Dip the paper towel in a bowl| of
lukewarm water to get the paper
towel damp.
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Step 5

e Take the wet paper towel and wipe
off the naval jelly on the hitch.

Step 6

@ Apply a protective layer of fluid film
to the treated area.

e Spray approximately 4-6 inches
away from the hitch.
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Step 7

@ Allow the fluid film to sit for about 5
minutes.

(@) You should start to see bubbling in
this process.

Step 8

@ This is the finished, rust-free,
product.

This procedure cannot be performed again immediately after the rust is taken off. Repeat these steps
when rust develops over time.
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