
Carburetor Cleaning
This guide provides instructions to clean the carburetor on a small lawnmower engine.

Written By: Ethan Narad

Carburetor Cleaning Draft: 2018-06-19Guide ID: 108507 -

This document was generated on 2020-11-28 06:48:33 AM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 1 of 5



INTRODUCTION

If your small gas engine is running sluggishly or smoking, it's possible that the carburetor is clogged
or dirty. This guide will provide instructions on how to access and clean the carburetor.

TOOLS:
Paper Towels (1)
Latex or nitrile gloves (1)
1/4" Socket (1)
5/16" Socket (1)
3/8" Drive Ratchet (1)
Throttle Body and Air-Intake Cleaner (Carb)

(1)
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http://www.amazon.com/Sparkle-Paper-Towels-Giant-Pick-A-Size/dp/B00BGN8PLG/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1390949049&sr=8-1&keywords=paper+towel
file:///Item/Latex_or_nitrile_gloves
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Husky-3-8-in-Drive-1-4-in-6-Point-SAE-Standard-Socket-H3D6P14/202934456
http://www.amazon.com/TEKTON-14150-16-Inch-Shallow-12-Point/dp/B00DP14MNW/ref=sr_1_1?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1434652727&sr=1-1&keywords=tekton+14150&pebp=1434652729911&perid=0Q2G2QJGES0ZHBY21NGN
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Husky-3-8-in-Drive-Round-Head-Ratchet-H38RHRAT/202923414
https://www.amazon.com/CRC-05078-Throttle-Air-Intake-Cleaner/dp/B000M8PYO2/ref=sr_1_14?ie=UTF8&qid=1488928647&sr=8-14&keywords=carburetor+cleaner+spray


Step 1 — Air Filter

  

Before starting, ensure that the engine is not running and is not hot.

Pull the tab until the filter cover opens. Remove the filter cover.

Note that the bottom of the cover is hinged.

Step 2

Remove the air filter.

The air filter will be either an oily
sponge, or an accordion-folded
fabric.



Note that the air filter is saturated
with oil. Wear gloves and use paper
towels to avoid creating a mess.
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Step 3 — Carburetor Cleaning

  

Locate the four bolts holding the air filter housing to the engine. Remove these bolts using the
ratchet driver and the appropriately sized socket.



Remove the 1/4" bolts.

Remove the 5/16" bolts.

Step 4

 

Lift away the air filter housing.

Note that the housing is still attached to the engine via a bendable plastic rod.
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To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.

Step 5

Spray carburetor cleaner into the
open carburetor.



You may want to wear gloves for
this step, as carburetor cleaner is
harmful if applied to the skin.



Carburetor Cleaning Draft: 2018-06-19Guide ID: 108507 -

This document was generated on 2020-11-28 06:48:33 AM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 5 of 5


	Carburetor Cleaning
	Written By: Ethan Narad
	INTRODUCTION

	TOOLS:
	Step 1 — Air Filter
	Step 2
	Step 3 — Carburetor Cleaning
	Step 4
	Step 5


