
How to stop bicycle brakes from squeaking
This guide is for all those who are in search for a nice and easy fix to their squeaky bicycle brake

problem.
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INTRODUCTION

If the brakes on your bicycle are squeaking or doing a poor job slowing down your bike this guide will
provide instruction to clean, adjust, or even replace the brake pads on your bicycle to rectify these
issues.  This guide will also show you how to adjust your brake pads to be “toed-in” (the brake pads
will be positioned in such a  way that the front part of the brake pad will make contact before the
back half) to reduce further wear on the brake pads as well as increase their effectiveness.

TOOLS:
Soft Cloth (1)
10mm Wrench (1)
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http://www.amazon.com/MagicFiber%25C2%25AE-Premium-Microfiber-Cleaning-Cloths/dp/B0050R67U0/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1390870779&sr=8-1&keywords=cleaning+cloth
http://www.amazon.com/TEKTON-21271-10mm-Combination-Wrench/dp/B000NPUL0G/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1388418341&sr=8-1&keywords=10mm+wrench


Step 1 — How to stop bicycle brakes from squeaking

Loosen the brake pads from the
calipers using a 10mm wrench.



You will need to repeat this step for
the second brake pad located on the
other side of the wheel.



Step 2

Remove the brake pads from the
calipers.



How to stop bicycle brakes from squeaking Draft: 2021-01-06Guide ID: 107119 -

This document was generated on 2021-02-05 03:20:17 PM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 3 of 6



Step 3

Clean the surface of the brake pad
with a cloth or water if necessary.



The surface of the rims where the
brake pads make contact may also
need to be cleaned.



How to stop bicycle brakes from squeaking Draft: 2021-01-06Guide ID: 107119 -

This document was generated on 2021-02-05 03:20:17 PM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 4 of 6



Step 4

Reattach the brake pads to the
calipers and tighten them with the
10mm wrench so that the leading
edge of the brake sits closer to the
rim than the rear edge.



Step 5

Check the brake cable and make
sure that it is still connected and
secured to the brake calipers.


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To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.

Step 6

Test the brake to ensure that it
functions properly before riding the
bike.


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